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Landlord Fact Sheet  Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

From 11 March 2015 there was a new legal requirement to fit smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms in residential rental properties from 1 October 2015. A new Regulation was agreed by 
Parliament in September 2015; Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (England) Regulations 
2015 . These Regulations say: 

 a smoke alarm must be provided on each storey of the premises on which there is a room 
used wholly or partly as living accommodation 

 a carbon monoxide alarm must be provided in any room of the premises which is used 
wholly or partly as living accommodation and contains a solid fuel burning combustion 
appliance 

 alarms need to be checked and in proper working order at the start of each tenancy.  

The Regulations do not specify what type of alarm, as it is expected that Landlords will follow 
.  

 

Smoke Alarms 

Many local councils have their own best practice guidelines for landlords, all of which tend to be 
similar. These have usually been set in conjunction with the local fire and rescue service. The 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue service website says: 

 

They also say that: 

  

Therefore we recommend that landlords of a normal family home with related occupants should 
fit, as a minimum, a smoke alarm meeting British Standard 5446 Part 1, showing a British or 
European approval mark, such as a Kitemark. We advise using sealed alarms with a 10 year 
guarantee as these appear to be more cost effective in the long term. 

However if you have a house with a number of unrelated occupants renting rooms, this is moving 
toward or may meet the definition of a House in Multiple Occupancy (HMO), so you would be 
expected to have greater protection than supplied to a small house with a single family. In this 
case we recommend following local HMO guidelines to ensure you can be seen to follow best 
practice. This is likely to mean mains powered interlinked alarms, possibly linked to a central 
station. 

 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

The 2015 draft regulations limit the alarms to rooms with solid fuel appliances. Carbon monoxide 
is also likely to come from a faulty gas or oil device, so the annual gas or oil safety check is 
essential and should reduce the risk to tenants. However if there is no alarm and there was a 
tragedy, there is a potential claim that the landlord did not take reasonable steps to ensure 
tenant safety, particularly given the low cost.  
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All agencies (HSE, NHS, local councils, fire service) strongly recommend the use of audible carbon 
monoxide alarms wherever fuel is burnt (i.e. oil, gas, coal, logs etc). 

Therefore we recommend that landlords of a normal family home with related occupants should 
fit an audible carbon monoxide alarm meeting British Standard EN 50291, showing a British or 
European approval mark, such as a Kitemark. 

 

It is possible to get combined smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. 

 

What do you need to do? 

Where we manage a property we have already checked to see whether there are alarms present 
and routinely check they work at the start of any tenancy, recording that fact on the inventory. 
Therefore all you need to do is await our advice and agree how we ensure you are compliant. 

 

If we do not manage your property your current agent should be doing this, if not, please give us 
a call! 

 

Helpful websites: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/458550/Smoke
_and_carbon_monoxide_alarms_-_landlords.pdf?dm_i=Z6K,3N1XU,5FPABF,D4ENT,1 
http://www.cambsfire.gov.uk/firesafety/85.php 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2010/coi-sw-ww678sww.htm 
http://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/advice/fit_a_gas_alarm.aspx 
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